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domestic   convulsions.     And    is   it    possible   we
should wish for war?   We ought not, doubtless,
to suffer the family of the  Stadtholder to  remain
possessed of legislative power,  in the three pro*
vinces   of Guelderland,   Utrecht,  and  Qver~YsseIf
by  what   is   called   the   rules   of   the   reg*ency|
for this, added  to   the   same   prerogative  in  the
provinces of Zealand  and  Gropingen, inclines the
balance excessively in his favour.    Neither can it
be doubted but that the power of the Stadtholder
ought to  be subservient to the legislative power
of the states.    It is of equal importance  to  our
system, or rather to the regular system of foreign
politics, that the legislative power   of  the   states
should be directed ;and maintained by the uniform
influence x>f the people.   But the pretensions  and
passions of individuals, and  the private interests
of the members  of an   aristocracy,  have,   in   all
countries, too often  been supposed the public  in-
terest;  which is peculiarly true   here,  where   the
, of  the   Seven   Provinces   was    formed   jb
times, and by the  effect of charace,
since the people   did   not   think   of   erecting   a
republican  government   till   the   sovereignty   hadeceived a
